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that her jndgment is entitled to respect »nd defer- 
ence ; or did he certainly believe that she is infallible? 
If the latter, then his belief was founded on motires 
utterly inadequate to produce such an assurance. Motives 
of caEDiBii.iTY are only probable grounds of assent, arid, 
therefore, cannot infallibly prove any conclusion, and 
consequently not the infalUbility of the Church. The 
degree of assent— that is, of rational assent— must be pro- 
portioned to the degree of evidence. An infallible eon- 
elusion cannot be drawn from probable premises. But if 
Dr. Milner meant that these motives of credibility pro- 
duced in him only a general kind of belief in the Church, 
not amounting to a complete assurance of her iorallibility, 
then he conid have no infallible certainty that the 
passages of Scripture which he adduces realty hear the 
meaning which they must bear in order that the con- 
clusion which he seeks to draw from them may follow. 
He says, indeed (though he well knew that there are no 
passages in Scripture the meaning of which has been 
more contested, and even between Romish writers 
themselves), that the passages are clear and plain. 
That is to say, ihey seem to him to be clear and plain. 
But what he wants Is infallible certainty as to their 
meaning. His private judgment cannot, of coiurse, yield 
him this ; neither can he derive it from the interpreta- 
tion of the Church, because by hypothesis her iufulli- 
bility is as yet unproved. If, then. Dr. Milner really 
beHeved the infallibility of the Church by the " analy- 
■is," or process of reasoning, above stated, he either did 
10 on utterly insufficient grounds, or else he palmed otf 
upon himself the vulgar sophism of petitio principii. He 
has not succeeded in escaping from the enchanted circle. 
Dr. Milner, in order to render his " analysis'' more 
convincing, adds an illustration, which, however, tuifor- 
tunately for him, is not one whit more logical than the 
analysis itself. It is a very favourite illustration with 
Bomish divines, and Dr. Wiseman has reproduced it in 
liis Lecttires. " To elucidate," says Dr. Milner, " this 
matter more clearly, I wilt suppose myself on a remote 
part of the island [England], when a personage, with all 
the insignia and other moral evidence of his b6liig the 
king's delegate, presents himself to me, and delivers tne 
a letter, which he assures me was written to me by his 
M^'esty. My first care, in common prudence, is to 
ascertain the character and credibility of the messenger. 
These being made out to my entire satisfaction, I open 
the royal letter, in which, among other things, I read a^ 
follows: — *The bearer of this letter ia fully informed oif 
our royal meaning and will, as to the contents of it, and 
of eDerylAmjr relating to yonr duty and our service. ° TTou 
will, therefore, give the same credit to Ms declarations as 
if they were personally given you by ouTselres/ Having 
perused this passage of the fetter, my respebt iiatM 
Jneasenger cannot but increase, though at first I believed 
it to coma from the king on his testimony." In this 
illustration, the ambassador is, of course, the Church, 
and the letter the Scriptures. Now, let us admit for the 
sake of argument that the divine mission of the Church,^ 
i.e., the Church of Borne, is as clearly authenticated as 
the mission of the ambassador is supposed to be ; and 
that her credentials as the authorised bearer, not only of 
the written, but also the unwritten, commands of God 
«re unquestionable : though, it must be observed, this is 
more than we are called upon to admit, becatise, accord- 
ing to Romish principles, no one can tell what is Scrip- 
ture except the Church herself inform him; so that, 
ire must trust wholb/ to the Church hetself that what 
she puts into our bands is a written communication 
from God at all ; waiving, however, this also, and 
granting moreover (what, of course, we do not admit) 
that the written document does not contain the whole 
will of God, but that several most important matters must 
be communicated orally by the Church, the all-important 
question arises — How are we to know what the document 
-contains? According to the invariable representation of 
Komish writers themselves, it is couched in such obscure 
and ambiguous language that it is absolutely impossible 
for us to make out with any degree of certamty what it 
means. The only person able to explain it is the bearer 
herself. She alone has the true key to the cipher. We 
•sk her to decipher the document for us. She tells us that 
itcootains statements to the following effect ; — "The bearer 
of this document is fully informed of our meaning and will, 
as to the contents of it, and of everything relating to your 
duty and our service, you will, therefore, give the same 
credit to her declarations as if they were personally given 
you by ourselves." We look at the document, and study 
itas carefully as we can, and we tell her that we are unable 
to see anything like these statements. She replies, that is 
of no consequence ; / am the authorized decipherer and 
interpreter of the king's letters. But, we rejoin, how are 
we to be certain that yon give us the true meaning? 
Because, the document says that I am qualified and autho- 
rized to do so. And bow are we to be sure that the docu- 
ment states this ? Because I say so. After such a satis- 
factory explanation our respect for the bearer, to use Dr. 
Wilner's words, " cannot but increase. " We at first 
fcelieved the Scriptures to come from God on her testimony ; 
we now believe her to be infallible, because she herself tells 
US that these Scriptures declare her to be »o. Had Dr. 
Hilner remembered that, to make bis illustration worth 
anything, the letter should have been written in a cipher to 
TIM (raMiBnal aoctriaes aot fouaJ iu Scriptara. 



which the ambassador alone had the key, be probably 
would not have thought it worth while to "elucidate" his 
" analysis'' by means of it. 

So much for Dr. Milner's attempt at escaping from the 
enchanted circle. Others, especially the modern school of 
Romish divines, fairly give up the logic altogether. Thus, 
D'e Maistre^ says, " The Catholic Church is not in its 
nature argamentative ; it believes without disputing; for 
faith is a belief through love, and love does not reason ! !'' 
Dr. Wilberforce confesses that the Scripture proof of infal- 
libility is a vicious circle, though he thinks that the argu- 
ment still has weight as an argumenlum ad hominem against 
Protestants, who already admit the inspiration of Scripture. 

The last method which we shall notice of attempting to 
escape from the difficulty, is by a kind of mystic transcen - 
dentalism — a favourite mode of proceeding with many per- 
sons who find reason and logic troublesome things to deal 
with. It is asserted that individual Christians acquire the 
conviction of the Church's infallibility by a species of non- 
descript spiritual tact or intuitive perception. Some even 
go so far as to maintain that this unerring intuition is com- 
municated in and through the sacrament of baptism ! 
Compared with this, the extravagance of some Protestant 
sects who lay claim to special divine illumination is a mere 
trifle. 

Boman Catholic reader I The next time you have an 
opportunity, ask your parish priest whether ho has e\ er 
heard of Vai,bntian'8 bnchantep circle, and if he can 
tell you the mode of escaping from it, if any, which be 
learned at Maynooth. 



TO COBKESPONDENTS. 

AU letters meant for publication shmld be addressed to the 
Editor, 9, Upper Sackviile-streei, and the realname and address 
given, not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee fur 
goodfmtk. 

wis eamestlu request our correspondents, both Protestants and 
Jlonum Catholics, to limit the length of their communications, 
when possible, mid not in any case to discuss a variety of distinct 
topics in one letter. 

To diminish the chance of disappointment, all letters thouldbe 
forwarded to the office by the first day of the month. 

Contributors ofklper annum willbe furnished with six copies, 
any of which mil be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. 

The Catholic Latmas is registered fortratttmitsion beyond 
(Ae ifvited Kingdom. 



C|e Ca%Itc ITapan. 



DUBLIN, MABGH 18, 1858. 



DcBiNG the first year of our labours, on the 
1st October, 1852, the benefits of a jubilee com- 
menced in our good city of Dublin, pursuant to 
an allocution of Pope Pius IX., bearing date the 
21st day of November, 1851. Some of our 
readers may, perhaps, remember that auspicious 
event, even though they may not have been 
fortunate enough to participate in its benefits. 

We have j ust learned from a Pastoral of Dr. 
Joseph Dixon, who, to the great vexation of the 
Tablet, styles himself by the grace of God and 
favour of the Holy See, Archbishop, &c.,* that his 
Holiness the Pope has, by a similar encyclical 
letter, proiiounced in secret Consistory at Rome, 
on the 25th September, 1857, granted like 
favours to all Christendom, which he. Dr. Dixon 
(Archbishop, &c.), has rather cruelly (considering 
what he must believe to be the invaluable blessings 
so conferred) postponed the enjoyment of in 
Ireland from the said 25th September, 1857, till 
half a-year afterwards — viz., the Feast of our 
glorious Apostle, St. Patrick, on the 17th March, 
the very day of the publication of our present 
number. Cardinal Wiseman has not treated the 
good (Koman) Catholics of England with much 
greater consideration ; for we have also in the 
same number of the Tablet now before us a 
copy of the Lenten Indult and Proclamation 
of Jubilee, signed N. Card. Wiseman, bearing 
date 2nd February, 1858, in tvhich his eminence 
promulgates, that by virtue of the powers vested 
in him by the above-mentioned allocution of the 
25th September last, he has appointed *' the period 

' Dn Pape. Ut>. I. ch. I. 
> Tlie Tablet of Salurdajr Ivl. lillli March, instant, li rxcMdIngI; 
IralB wltb ihe Ramhler lor culling the Bcclciiaittcal Title* BiU a 
thearflieal xrlaraace, «nd wKti the WeMf Reyisitr tor ttating that ^aa 
Catholics In some respects ive may possibly be tbe better for It,' " wbilc 
at the very same time tho Primaie at Ireland and Apoitolic Delegate, 
in a Pastoral Letter to tbe Clergy and FaitbrnI, re«ts hliokelf obliged 
by that Act to renounce the title by virtue of which he exercises his 
authority over them, and to atjtie himseir ArehbUh;/p, Ac." 



commencing with Ash Wednesday and ending 
with Low Sunday, both inclusive, forgiving the 
jubilee in (what he calU) this our diocese of 
Westminster." 

We are informed b; the same document that 
« a jubilee is a period during which the Holy See, 
by virtue of its Apostolic powers, throws open 
the treasure house of spiritual graces by grant" 
ing a plenary indulgence in form of jubilee, ap* 
plicable to the faithful departed." 

Is it not enough to make any one, who believes 
it possible that any of his departed friends may 
be at this time suffering the torments of purga- 
tory, shudder, to think that when the Pope was 
kind enough, so far back as September last, to 
throw open the treasure house of spiritual graces, 
of which he holds the keys as the successor of St. 
Peter ! for the benefit of the poor souls in purga- 
tory, that Nicholas Cardinal Wiseman and 
Joseph Dixon (Archbishop, &c.) should hav0 
been so hard-hearted as to withhold that plenary 
indulgence, which would instantly free them from . 
the torture of their priaon-house, for six long 
months after they had the power of releasing thenil 
Why did they not, if they had a spark of feeling, 
avail themselves of the power conferred on them 
by the Pope, the very first moment that it wag 
possible for them to exercise it. We look 
upon these prelates as either disbelievers in the 
Pope's power to grant such blessings, or to be 
infinitely greater traitors to the cause of huma- 
nity than men wh« would allow whole families 
of their fellow-creatures to be burnt alive in a 
conflagration, while the escape ladders were in 
their hands, if they would only place them against 
the building, and allow the unfortunates to make 
use of them. 

Will any of our respected Roman Catholic 
correspondents or readers tell us how it is possible 
to avoid such a conclusion ? Supposing, however, 
that there be any benefit whatever in these jubi- 
lees, we cannot but congratulate our Koman 
Catholic friends, on a great improvement in the 
frequency of such proofs of the Pope's benevolence 
in modern times. 

Originally, it is known to most of our readers, 
that the period of 100 years was allowed to elapse 
between successive jubilees. 

For 1200 years, indeed, no Pope ever granted 
them at all, and we believe it was Pope Boniface 
VIII., who, in the year 1300, first decreed that in 
every centennial year those who should devoutly 
visit the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul at Rome 
should receive a plenary indulgence. Tlie vast 
crowds, however, who resorted thither in that 
year, ii.i>.l300, brought such untold wealth to that 
city — every house being, as it were, of necessity 
converted into an inn — that the citizens of Rome 
were too impatient of reaping a similar harvest 
again, to wait so long as the centenary period of 
A.D. 1400. Accordingly, a little before the year 
1350 very specious arguments were urged on the 
then Pope Clement VI., who was reminded that 
if jubilees were held only every 100 years, the 
shortness of human life is such, that numbers 
wouM be born after the end of one jubilee, and 
die before the commencement of another, without 
getting the benefit of either. Clement accord- 
ingly ordained that jubilees should be held ia 
future every 50 jears. 

Subsequently Pope Urban VI., either advanc- 
ing in humanity with the spirit of the times, or 
urged onwards by the eagerness of the lodging- 
house keepers and shopkeepers of Rome to acce- 
lerate another golden harvest, ordained that jubi- 
lees should be held in future three times in a 
century ; and afterwards Pope Paul II. reduced 
the period of their celebration to 25 years, which 
Pius IX. has still more graciously, yielding to 
the onward spirit of the times, reduced in prac- 
tice to 6 years, the previous jubilee having been 
granted, as we have seen, in 1S51| and the pre 
sent one (though somewhat tardily promulgated 
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in these countries) having been bestowed in 1857. 
The practical question still, however, remains — (a 
qflestion in which, surely, all Roman Catholic 
Christendom is deeply concerned) — wliy should 
these plenary indulgences, in the form.of a jubilee, 
be restricted to even the comparatively short 
period of 6 or 7 years ? Why should the treasury 
of spiritual blessings, of which the key is in the 
pope's hands, toopen whenever he pleases, be ever 
shut ? Verily, the power of the keys seems to be 
in no very good keeping, and misht much better 
be placed in the hands of the Humane Society, 
than in those of a man who, affecting to be Vicar- 
General of Christ on earth, shows so little of the 
spirit of his Divine Master, who alvvays went 
about doing good, and relieving the wants, spiri- 
tual and temporal, of all those who were "faithful" 
believers in His divine mission. 

To prevent the possibility of committing any 
error in our judgment, or mistake as to the doc- 
trine in question, we have just opened a work of 
high practical authority on the subject, printed 
by R. Grace and Son, 45, CapeUstreet, Dublin, 
entitled " Indulgences granted by Sovereign Pon- 
tiffs to the Faithful, collected by a member of the 
^acred Congregation of Indulgences in Rome, 
translated into English with the permission of 
Superiors." The definition of an indulgence is 
thus given in page v. : — 

"An indulgence is the remission of the temporal punish- 
ment which generally remains due to sins already forgiven 
in the sacrament of penance, as to the guilt and eternal 
ponisbment. This remission is made by the applicuion of 
the merits and satisfactions which are contamed in the 
treasures of the Church. These treasures are the accu- 
mulations of the spiritual goods arising from the infinite 
merits and satisfaction of Jesus Christ, with the super- 
abundant merits and sitisfactions of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, of the holy martyra, and of the other saints, which 
' ultimately derive their efficacy from the merits and satis- 
factions of Christ, who is the only mediator of redemption. 
These Celestial Treascres, as they are called by the 
Council of Trent, are committed by the Divine bounty to 
the dispensation of the Church, the sacred spouse ot 
Christ, and are the ground and matter of iadulfreoces. 
They are infinite in reference to the merits of Christ, and 
cannot, therefore, he ever exhausted.' " 

We take the description of a jubilee from an 
equally authentic source'' : 

'♦ A jubilee signifies a plenary indalgence in it* most 
smpie form, granted at different periods by the sovereign 
pontiff to those who, either residing in the city of Home 
or visiting it, perform there the visitations of the churches 
and other prescribed works of piety, prayer, fasting, and 
alms deeds, with confession and communion, which are 
always enjoined for the giving of this indulgence, in order 
to facilitate the return of sianers to God by the last-men- 
tioned exercises of religion. Most extensive powers are 
acceded by the supreme pontifiTto all approved ministers 
of the sacrament of penance, a principal object of which 
indulgence is not only to encourage Christians to a closer 
ijnipn with, and a livelier sense of their dependeiice, in 
spiritual matters, on the supreme pontiff, who governs 
tbem as Christ's vicar on earth, but principally to induce 
them, by holding out every posiible encouragement to pray 
to God, and perform worlts of piety in those places and 
under those circumstances which shall be most acceptable 
tQ God, and most conducive to their own spiritual ad- 
vantage." 

Let us see now how far the jubilee affords 
every possible " encouragement to pray to God." 
Cardinal Wiseman annexes to his Pastoral the 
Ibllowing 

CONDITIONS FOR GAINING THE JUBILEE. 

^ 1st — A contrite and sincere confuasion of sin, and 
■a^ramental al^olution (that is, to and by the priest) ; 
for. which purpose, it is subsequently slated, 'that the clergy 
are to have the fullest powers of the confessional during 
the period.' 

*'2nd — The worthy and devout reecivipg of the blessed 
^Bcharist. 

" 3rd — A visit to three churches, or three visits to one. 

"4th — At each visit to pray /;r a short space Cot the 
exaltation and prosperity of Holy Mother Chwch and of 
the Apost»lic See ; for the uprooting of heresy ; and for the 
peac« and concord of Christian (i.e., of course, Boman 
Catholic] princes, and the peace and unity of tha whole 
Christian (Roman Catholic) pteople. 

" 5th — To give, first, on alms to the poor, and. jecend, 
t»eoiHribuce towards "the propagation of th» f lUh ;" for 
•»»idch diatinct object an alms-ch c-t, legibly labetled, and 

HIuructuHii ami CWTotioDi roc tbe 41) bourt' ukhuIod •rdeicd 
Id ibe Courctlfi la l»u rliu durjsf the Jubilre or 1854. publisliea wilt 
tbe appr.ibailon or itie ih»t Rev. Or. Cuilen. James UulTy 7, Wel- 



pninted out by the priest reading this pastoral, shall be 
set aside in each church. 

" 6:h — To fiist one day. 

" On observance of these conditions the holy father 
grants the most plenary indulgence, in form of jubilee, 
applicable to the f.iiihful departed.'" 

The conditions expressed in Dr. Di.x,on's pas- 
toral are substantially the same, though some- 
what differently worded ; the 4lh and 5th are 
" to give some alms to the poor," and ''to give a 
pious donation to the funds of the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith, according to the devotion of 
each," The poor are in both documents named ; 
but the grand object seems to he to prai/ for a 
short space for the exaltation of the Church, and 
the rooting out of heresies, and to fill with de- 
vout (that is liberal) donations the coffers of the 
Propaganda. And this is in practice what in 
theory is said to be principally designed to hold 
out ever J possible encouragement to pray to God. 
Is it not manifest to every intelligent mind that 
the whole affair is merely & pious fraud to cheat 
mankind into virtue, or rather the virtue of sub- 
mission to the Holy See, and hatred of heretics ? 
and that if the real object were to relieve souls 
of " the faithful departed ' from the pains of pur- 
gatory, no pope, unless he were a wicked and 
inhuman tyrant, could keep shut that "inex- 
haustible treasury of spiritual blessings" which 
is at all times at his disposal to relieve them. 
We have in former volumes shown that previous 
to the time of Thomas Aquinas, a.d, 1220, in- 
dulgences were accounted pious frauds by very 
learned and pious Roman Catholics, though 
Thomas Aquinas somewhat naively rejects their 
opinion, " because it is, in plain terms, to make 
the Church guilty of a notorious cheat !" as we 
firmly believe it to be." The only other obser- 
vation we shall make at present on these contem- 
poraneous pastorals is, that in the annexed dis- 
pensations for Lent, in 1858, Cardinal Wiseman 
is much more liberal than Dr. Dixon in his in- 
dulgences in continued comforts which may be 
enjoyed by the faithful without breaking the 
rules. 

John Bull is not quita so used to meagre diet 
as Paddy, and therefore the use of dripping and 
lavd, as well as cheese, is allowed to the former, 
while no such liberty is given to the latter. A» 
far as cheese goes, perhaps it is no great privation 
in Ireland ; but to keep poor Paddy from the 
dripping or lard, if he could get it, does seem tp 
us rather hard, and worthy of reconsideration by 
the Most Rev. Archbishop, &e. 

We subjoin the dispensations, for the benefit of 
all those who desire to avail themselves of tbem, 
though we own that we find it hard to understand 
the theory of these dispensations. If cheese, lard, 
and dripping are really impediments to a Christian 
in his heavenly course, why should bishops give 
dispensations allowing their flocks to gratify their 
palates at the expense of their sonl's interests ? 

According to Cardinal Wiseman— 

" 1. Elesh meat is .allowed at the single meal of those 
who are bound to fast, &0. On Sundays even those who 
are b mnd to fast may eat flesh meat at their discretion. 
(We trust nut glutlnnousli/.) 

" 2. Eggs are allowed at the single meal, on all days 
except Ash Wednesday, the three last days in Holy 
Week. 

" 3. Cheese under same restrictions. 

"4. The use of dripping or lard is permitted at dinner 
and collation, on all days except! Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. 

'• On those days, Sundays included, whenever flesh 
meat is allowed, £$h is not permitted at the same meal, 
«Ji *" N. Cabdinai, Wiseman." 

DR. mxOM'S SlaPENSATIONS. 

"1. Plesh .meat is .illowed on all Sundays, and, whh 
the exception of the first and last weeks, it is allowed once 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satardays. 

" 2. Flesh meal allowed on tlie feast of St. Patrick. 

"3. KgKS allowed at the single meal, except on Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays of the first and last week, and on 
Fridays of the wetks of I.ent. 
': "4. White meata are prohibited on Ash Wednesday 

* S«e Catholic LAVlttii, vol. II. p. •, JtOttirf.IMt; 

• See Tabta oi 13ib hebfuary, 1W8. 



and on the Wednesday and Friday of Holy Week. On 
thuse days whenever flesh meat is allo^fkd, fish is not 
permitted at the same meal. 

ii« "Joseph Dixon." 
We abstain from commenting on this sad bur- 
lesque, which is made in too many cases the sub- 
stitute for that religion of the heart which can 
alone make man fit for the inheritance of the 
Saints in Lig-ht. 
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ON PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — The able article in your last number on " Private 
Judgment," which I suspect is from the pen of Arch- 
bishop Whately. has induced me, rooted and grounded 
as I am in the faith of the holy Catholic Cbnrth, to re- 
consider the great subject of infallibility as held and 
taught since the days of our Lord and His Apostles. 
And first permit me to say a few words with respect to 
"priv.'Ue judgment," which Protestants seem to glory 
in as their exclusive privilege, and which they suppose 
no Romim Catholic dares to exercise for himself. In 
this they are grievously mistaken, and I for one fully 
reco;;nize the right, the duty, aye, and the necessity of 
private judgment, but under reasonable restrictions an4 
wit'iin proper limitations. If a man arrive at the ab- 
surd conclusion that there are three Gods, truly andnit- 
merically ; surely no Protestant ought to s,iy you have 
a right to your private opinion, though I think you very 
wrong. I will go farther, and admit no man has a right 
to bis opinion unless it be one capable of being sustained 
by proof and sufficient evidence, and, to use the words of 
luetic, im proposition should be entertained with greater 
assurance than the proofs it is built upon will warrant. 
Let ns take the case of the venerable Father Newman 
to illustrate what I wish lo write on private judgment. 
He was once a member of the Anglican communion, and 
when satisfied of the falsity of its teachings he came 
over to the Church of Rome. Now, in doing so, his 
very first step was an act of private judgment. He saw it 
written in God's word. Matt., 28, 20— John, xiv. 16, 17, 
and xvi. 13, that Christ was to be with His Church ik 
days to the end of the world, and that the Paraclete 
was to teach her all truth ; and having from these ani 
other passages concluded that an infallible Church mnsj 
be somewhere on earth, he, in the exercise of his private 
judgment, resolved on attaching himself to that ChnrtA 
which alone claimed infallibility, and which alone gives 
marks and tokens to the world that it is the only infU- 
lible Church of Christ, viz., unity, catholicity, apostoli- 
city, and sanctity. But once he joined this Church on 
sufficient evidence of its infallibility, there his private 
judgmetit ended ; quoad, the consideration of its teaching; 
private judgment was no longer necessary ; (foti6t is not 
possible where belief in infallibility is estabUshed. It ia 
not correct to say that "if we decide on this (infalli- 
bility), then we may take all the rest of our opinions oa 
trust from the priest." Every Catholic knows and ad- 
mits that the pastors and prelates of his Church are 
fallible, and that any of them may fall into here- 
sies, and, consequently, be deceived, but that the wh<^ 
Church should be deceived and fall into error he be- 
lieves to be impossible— Matthew, 16, 18. Surdy, 
any man of sense, when about to undertake a voy- 
age, would exercise his private judgment in selecting a 
good ship, skilful captain, &c. ; and any one sick would, 
in the same way, choose a good physician, and " if a 
number of persons tell ns that the captain is incompetent, 
and the physician we are about to employ a quack, we 
shall do well to look very sb.">rp beforu we entrust onr- 
selveg to them without reserve." But I deny the justnessof 
the application of thi.s analogy to the subject of infallibility. 
It does not surely follow, that 6ecatisc the Eastern Cbarclr 
and the English Church, Ac, reject the dogma of infalli- 
bility, that, therefore, we are in the position of those who 
are caut ionad against employing an unskilful sea captain 
fi)r a voyage, or a quack in casie of sickness. My answer 
is, if half the world told me my captain or my physician 
were unskilful, or that I was wrong in entrusting myself 
to his care, I would not regard it for an instant. Why? 
Because God has told me to hear the Church, and, 
through His Apostle, that it is the pillar and ground of the 
truth. My captain is Christ ; ergo, I can't err in follow- 
ing Him. My physician is Christ; ergo, I can't do wrong- 
when implicitly doing what he prescribes. My ship is the 
vessel of that Church which He purchased with His blood, 
and which will infallibly conduct me to the haven of eter- 
nal rest. The human mind longs for rest, and there can 
be no true peace till the soul rests in the ark of truth. 
Protestants variorum creeds canftot possibly give peace <w 
rest, 

** As long as words ■ different sense wlH bear, 
} And each m^ be his own inurpruter, 

i Oar aU-y faith will no fouDJiLtiOD find ; 

i The world's a weatliercoGk for everj wind.** 

I have been in most of the Protestant churches in tUf ■ 

pity, and in no two of them have I heard the same soiqMji 
find if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall pi%> 
iiar« Uimgeif to the battle? One clergyman preact>«» 



